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Herseth Sandlin Holds Veterans Forum with VA Secretary

                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

                             HERSETH SANDLIN HOLDS VETERANS FORUM WITH SECRETARY                              SHINSEKI

Forum                              Allows Veterans to Raise Concerns Directly with Secretary                              of VA

Sioux                              Falls, SD- Today, Representative Stephanie                              Herseth Sandlin, Member of the House Veterans’                              Affairs Committee and Chair of its Subcommittee on                              Economic Opportunity, hosted a forum with the Secretary                              of the Department of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki                              and Senator Tim Johnson with South Dakota veterans.                              During the forum, area veterans and representatives                              of various veteran organizations had an opportunity                              to ask questions of the Secretary and members of their                              Congressional delegation about topics important to                              South Dakota veterans. 

 2 / 4



Herseth Sandlin Holds Veterans Forum with VA Secretary

“I’m                              honored that Secretary Shinseki traveled to South                              Dakota to hear directly from our veterans and those                              who serve them,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said.                              “Today’s forum provided a diverse cross-section                              of South Dakota veterans an opportunity to raise issues                              they have in attaining benefits and specifically,                              the challenges of securing those benefits in rural                              areas.”

Rep.                              Herseth Sandlin, in her capacity as Chair of the Economic                              Opportunity Subcommittee, played a critical role in                              the drafting and passage of the Post-9/11 GI Bill,                              the largest increase in the Veterans’ education                              benefit since World War II. Rep. Herseth Sandlin said,                              “The Post-9/11 GI Bill better reflects the service                              commitment of today’s veterans, and I look forward                              to working with Sec. Shinseki and Sen. Johnson, as                              well as my other colleagues in Congress, to update                              and improve this program as needed.”

In                              addition to the Post 9/11 GI Bill, Rep. Herseth Sandlin                              and her colleagues on the Economic Opportunity Subcommittee                              have prioritized improving support services to assist                              veterans in transition from active duty to the civilian                              work force. Under the leadership of Rep. Herseth Sandlin,                              the Economic Opportunity Subcommittee has held three                              field hearings in South Bend, Ind.; Rapid City, S.D.;                              and Bentonville, Ark.; focused on improving transition                              assistance for returning servicemembers. 

In                              recognition of the growing numbers of women returning                              from Iraq and Afghanistan, the House of Representatives                              recently passed Rep. Herseth Sandlin’s Women                              Veterans Health Care Improvement Act to improve access                              to gender-specific care, gain a better understanding                              of the barriers women veterans face when seeking care,                              improve medical care for the newborn children of women                              veterans and the enhancement of sexual trauma and                              PTSD treatment for women. 
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“Veterans                              policy must keep pace with the changing needs of those                              who serve our country in uniform and I’m pleased                              my legislation to improve health care for women veterans                              has passed the House,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin                              said. “But this bill is only a first step. I                              look forward to continuing my work with my colleagues                              in the House along with Secretary Shinseki and VA                              officials to ensure veteran health care facilities                              are prepared to handle the unique needs of women veterans.”

Yesterday,                              Rep. Herseth Sandlin, along with Secretary Shinseki                              and Senator Johnson, toured the Fort Meade campus                              of the VA’s Black Hills Health Care System in                              Sturgis and took part in a demonstration of how telemedicine                              is used in a rural setting. Secretary Shinseki travelled                              to South Dakota at the invitation of Herseth Sandlin                              and Johnson. 
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